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PRIMAR -

OUR CENTER FOR EUROPEAN ELECTRONIC NAVIGATIONAL CHARTS -

PRIMAR is the trade name of the Northern
European Regional Electronic Navigational
Chart Centre (RENC). In reality it will hope-
fully be the only one in Europe. The Centre is
the first one to be established. In a few years
time it is expected to be a few others around in
other parts of the world. All these centres will
work together to form a Worldwide Electronic
Navigational Chart Database (WEND) — prin-
cipals laid down by the International Hydro-
graphic Office (IHO), an UN-organisation with
office in Monaco.

Primar is so far joined by 10 European Hy-
drographic offices (HOs). They have all agreed
to use Primar as their common
market instrument to integrate their
official Electronic Navigational
Charts (ENC) in a seamless data
base in order to introduce a "one
stop shopping” to the international
shipping and other maritime users.

Joint Statement by Hydrogra-
phers of Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Sweden, United
Kingdom:

In order to ensure the integration,
uniformity and quality of data required
for an official ENC service, the signa-
tory HOs to the ”Arrangement on
Cooperation within the Northern
Europe RENC” (COA) have, today,
agreed to provide all their relevant,
national official vector data to the
RENC, as their common instrument
to make the official integrated ENCs
available to ensure safety of navi-
gation.

Primar is established in Sta-
vanger. The RENC is operated by
the former division within Statens

IS OPERATIONAL!

kartverk, ECC AS and the UK hydrographic
office in co-operation.

The 10 co-operation hydrographic offices
have decided that Primar should not operate
directly in the end user market, but through
anetwork of authorised distributors only.

Status of distributors is shown in picture 2.

The initial service to be provided by Primar
will be the official ENC-data. As time passes we
foresee that all the RENC:s in the world should
be capable of a complete “one stop shopping”
service including:

— navigational data
— traffic information

— meteorological information

— environmental data, etc.; all available on
different distributions networks from CDs
to telecommunications and Internet.

The data provided will all be available and
distributed in accordance with international
standards as follows:

The ENCs will:

— be fully compliant with [HO S57 Ed 3 and
its Product specification

— meet IMO performance standards under
chapter V/20 of the SOLAS regulations

— be the Official data provided by the appro-
priate national hydrographic authority.

The Updates will:

— be fully compliant with the [HO
and IMO standards
— be issued as required by the

Hydrographic Offices.

The initial official ENC service
will include:

— base cells (EN)

— updates/continuos over telecom
or Internet (ER)

— re-issues only if received from
contribution HOs.

The interfere between Primar
and its co-operating hydrographic
offices (IHOs) will include:

— data management

— data tracking and information
management (access)

— verification (completeness and
accuracy)

— validation (conformance with

S57ed3)

— feedback

— production

— EN and ER produced by the
CHO
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— EN by CHO-ER by Primar
— EN and ER by Primar.

The Primar on-line service will be a secure
communication interchange as illustrated in
picture 3.

Only ships with type approved integrated
bridge systems will be able to use the official
ENC service to its full potential. Such systems
are called Electronic Chart and Display Infor-
mation Systems (ECDIS).

Benefits with ENCs on ECDIS have been
thoroughly examined within the IHO-com-
munity and can easily be summarised as fol-
lows:

Eighteen-fold savings for every dollar invested

in ECDIS with ENCs:

accident avoidance

— fuel saving

— improved safety in bad weather

— improved operational efficiency

— overtime savings

— shorter sailing route

— improved ETA.

ENC production has proved to be most
challenging technically speaking. Only a few
European countries have established really
efficient production lines.

The ENC coverage in European waters is
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PICTURE 3.
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thus most unsatisfactory. Primars only product
so far are ENCs. This situation must change
rapidly if Primar should keep up her leading role
as the first operational RENC in the world.

Our way of dealing with this situation is to
open up for new markets with new products and
to fill out ENC-gaps with either raster data or
non official vector data.

Knut O. Flathen
knut.flaathen@statkart.no

GRANSREGIONALT SAMARBETE -

REGIONERNAS EUROPA

Det talas allt oftare om regionernas Europa och
i andanom kan man kinna nationalstaterna
erodera bort. Intet nytt under solen séigs det och
huruvida denna utveckling kommer att inne-
bira en Atergéng till de medeltida feodalvil-
dena d& landskapslagar stod for rittsordningen
far vi se. Men visst dr det s& att manga natio-
nella foreteelser skulle m4 bra av att inordnas i
ett europeiskt eller globalt perspektiv. Om
forandringstrycket kommer bide frin regio-
nerna och frin EU centralt si kan denna process
komma igéng nog s& fort — det giller naturligt-
vis i extra hog grad nir dven teknikutveck-
lingen medverkar.

Regionernas struktur 4r ganska oklar — vad
dr omfattningen och administrationen av t.ex.
Oresundsregionen, Goteborg-Oslo korridoren,
Malardalen, Ostersj()regionen, den Nordiska
Triangeln? Olika regioner ser dagens ljus — det
kan vara i syfte att tillvarata gemensamma in-
tressen i just det omré&det, for att vinna attrak-
tion i jakten pa foretag och kompetens pa den
globala arenan eller som forklaringsmodell for
olika fenomen.

INTERREG

Genom Europeiska Kommissionens s& kallade
gemenskapsinitiativ INTERREG har ytterligare
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regionbegrepp skapats och de dndras dessutom
over tiden. Nir nu Interreg Il gér i graven fods
dess efterfoljare Interreg Il med dndrad (utvid-
gad) indelning. Stora delar av Norden kommer
att ingd i olika Interreg regioner. Inom Interreg
IIIA handlar det om griinsregionalt samarbete
mellan direkt angrinsande linder. Interreg I11B
omfattar mer dvergripande regioner med ménga
inblandade linder sasom Ostersjsomradet och
Nordsjon. Genom den nya programperioden
2000-2006 6ppnas nya mojligheter till stimu-
lerande griinsregionalt samarbete i grinsover-
skridande projekt. Framgingsrika projekt
kommer att erbjudas upp till 50 % medfinansie-
ring med EU-medel.

Syftet med Interreg #r att skapa samarbeten
pé tviirs av nationsgrinserna dels for att befista
varaktiga forutsittningar for fortsatt fred och
dels for att skapa ekonomisk tillvixt. Nations-
grinsen dr en mycket stark administrativ grins
som pa ménga sitt forsvirar grinssamarbete.
Genom Interreg hoppas man kunna minska
eller forindra en del av dessa hinder. Ide olika
regionernas Interregprogram betonas olika in-
satsomraden och m&l beroende pa de regionala
forutsittningarna. Det dr naturligtvis stor skill-
nad pa vad som prioriteras i tex. Oresundsregio-
nen jimfort med Jimtland/Trgndelag. Manga
av grinshindren dr desamma — tex. att nationell

grunddata ir olika eller att bestimmelser skiljer
sig &t eller tekniska system som hindrar utbyte. ..
men Interreg kan naturligtvis handla om
mycket mer én att bara ta bort hinder.

GRANSL@GST?
Om du betraktar figur 1 och for ett gonblick
tianker bort riksgrinsen ser du hur manga andra
grinser det finns. Dessa dr nog s betydelsefulla
for livsbetingelserna for de som bor och verkar
i omradet. Naturberoende grinser — vilket skydd
far miljon om du har helt olika regler inom
samma naturomrdde?! Var gors kalkning av
sjoar mest effektivt med hinsyn till hela avrin-
ningsomrédet? Hur foljer vi vargen pé tvirs av
gransen’ Andra exempel pa grinser dr operativa/
funktionella — hur stort omland har ett sjukhus,
en flygplats; sociala grinser — hur etablerar du
ditt nétverk, vart dker du pd tur. Kulturella
granser kan handla om mat och historiskt kan
ju dven den administrativa grinsen ha vixlat.
Den administrativa indelningen och struk-
turen har en stor fordel i dess formaga att 1osa
gemensamma fragor. Men i takt med den tek-
niska utvecklingen 6kar behoven att lsa ge-
mensamma frigor d4ven inom andra strukturer
4n de nirvarande. Olika typer av sidana sam-
arbeten finns det gott om exempel pa. Forslaget
om EU:s vattendirektiv nir det giller avrin-



